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How would you like to be introduced to college life by joining a group of soon-to-be classmates 
on a two-week visit to the world's most populous country - all expenses paid? 
Fifteen members of Furman's Class of 2009 got a two-month head start on their undergraduate 
experience when they were selected for a travel-study tour of China July 6-22 through the university's 
inaugural Summer China Experience. The trip, directed by history professors Jan Kiely and Lloyd 
Benson, featured a week of seminars and programs at Suzhou University, followed by a tour of 
major cities and sites, including Beijing, Shanghai and the Great Wall. Two Chinese students joined 
the Furman group for the tour, and one of them enrolled at Furman this fall. 
Furman paid for the students' transportation, lodging and meals. The only stipulation: They were 
required to take three Chinese language courses during their freshman year. 
The Summer China Experience was made possible by a $1 million gift for Chinese studies from 
Ravenel B. Curry Ill '63, a New York businessman, and his wife, Beth. The Currys' gift, one-fourth 
of which helps establish a permanent endowment for Chinese studies at Furman, enabled the 
university to hire a second Chinese language professor, Harry Kuoshu, this fall. It will also support 
the hiring of a third professor and of an on-site program coordinator based in China. 
The Great Wall forms a stunning backdrop 
for the 2005 Summer China Experience group. 
In addition, thanks again to the Curry gift, Furman launched yet another China initiative 
in conjunction with Suzhou University. Four 2005 graduates are spending the current academic 
year teaching at Suzhou while enjoying the opportunity to study, travel and immerse themselves 
in the Chinese language and culture. Russell Lee, Liz O'Grady, Jessie Phillips and Daniel Schneider 
are employed as instructors of advanced conversational English language. Furman provided 
training and orientation for the students and is funding their travel to and from China. 
One other area benefiting from the Curry gift is the "China's Global Rise" series, which began 
last fall. Sponsored by Furman's Richard W. Riley Institute of Government, Politics and Public 
Service, "China's Global Rise" offers lectures and conferences that examine China's transfor­
mations and current challenges. 
In the following story, Claire Carlton '09 of Clinton, S.C., offers her perspectives on the Summer 
China Experience. Aside from being a correspondent for the alumni magazine, Claire is serving 
as an on-line freshman journalist this year. To read her insights about first-year life at Furman, 
visit www.engagefurman.com/journals.asp. 
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